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Director's Statement
Every project generates its own language.

'Rot. Husk. Loser.' is quadralingual.

Quite the feast for the Duolingo owls amongst you.

In building this show it felt key to find a throughline to ensure
the pieces have cohesion and share a theatrical language. I
read a lot of plays and listened out for what I felt would be
the most exciting place for our show to nestle in.

That singular idea is: nourishment.

What it means. Who gets it. Who doesn't.

How we seek it out in the places and people around us.

Each piece approaches this idea differently.

But all of these plays boldly open up and, through these
wonderful characters, explore it.

The atomisation of data, algorithms and information places
everything within fingertip reach. And in a hyper-paced
world, I find myself drawn instead to experiences that create
opportunity for a slower pace, space to feel and move. To
explore.

Theatre offers exactly that, and I am delighted that Josh
Goodman and The Park have supported me with this show.
The company and I are excited to transfer our work this
week and share it with audiences.

Nusrath's Prologue enters through Ramadan — nourishment
as spiritual practice, as discipline, as an act of faith that what
is withheld will return fuller.

Simon's 'Husk' drops us backstage where four aspiring
musicians are set to take centre stage. Driven by ambition
— the hunger to become, to arrive, to feed a version of
yourself that doesn't yet exist.

Somebody's 'Ripe To Rot' takes us inside the prison system,
where food — its quality, its control, its absence — becomes
a measure of how much a society values the people it has
chosen to look away from.

Nusrath turns us back toward success with her Epilogue —
the cost of it, its constant allure, its impact.

Debbie Duru's set and costume design gives shape to every
imagined microscopic detail, and places a bold gesture into
the space to carry those trinkets along the way.

Isaac Stuart's sound design is — I hope you'll feel — attuned
to the detail of everyday life: its beauty, its ugliness and its
constancy.

Benny Goodman, a great friend, has consulted on lighting
remotely from the Isle of Skye. His advice always creates
lighting that catches and illuminates each story with clarity
and focus.

Holly Stevens, our assistant director, has supported,
checked and pushed me, the company, and herself in equal
measure each day of rehearsals. She is brimming with such
thorough creative dynamism.

John Zhang, our Stage Manager, is a behemoth. An
organisation master, and a joy to work with.

Casting with Amy Jackson was a total pleasure. Casting a
show like this — four distinct worlds, a rep model, a
compressed rehearsal period — requires someone who
understands not just individual talent but how people will
work together under pressure. Amy understood that
completely, and the result speaks for itself.

A word about this company. Corinna, Kemi, Shadrach and
Cameron have each had to consume four complicated,
intricate and beautiful worlds in a two-week rehearsal
process. That alone is extraordinary.

But what has made this experience genuinely rare is the way
they have pulled together. Working in rep demands a
particular kind of flexibility and generosity — you carry your
own piece, but you also carry everyone else's. The workload
has been equal across all four of them, and that equality has
bred something I don't think you can manufacture: a real
cohesion, an instinct to look after one another's work as
fiercely as their own. The working relationship has been
flawless. I don't say that lightly. These four artists have
brought something special, flexible and deeply empathetic to
every rehearsal day, and what you see on stage is the result
of that care. I am so grateful to them. It has been a privilege
to share the space with them each day.

It is thanks to these remarkable people, to the angels who
supported this project, and to The Park, that we are able to
bring you this show.

I hope that, at some stage, it may move you. And if it does
— I hope we are able to catch you too.

If you would like to let us know what you thought of the
show, please send us your feedback by scanning the QR
code on the final page sitting between the very British teeth.

Enjoy the show. And thank you for coming.

Guy Hodgkinson
Director
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Cast
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Corinna Brown, as Alice, Maz, Alondra & Tomi
Theatre includes: Noughts and Crosses (Regents Park Open Air); Coppelia (New Vic
Theatre); O'Toole's Macbeth, Dr. Faustus, Troilus&Cressida; (East 15 Acting School);
Mother Goose (Hackney Empire).

Television includes: Heartstopper (Series 1-3); The Summer I Turned Pretty; In
Flight; Supacell; Vikings Valhalla; Emergency Exit; Doctors; Even More Evermoor;
My Murder.

Film includes: Heartstopper Forever; Snow White; Dashcam; Daphne.
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Kemi Awoderu, as Khadija, Skylar, Essie & Tomi
Theatre includes: Stranger Things The First Shadow (Phoenix Theatre, West End);
Jerusalem (Apollo Theatre, West End); Arms and The Man (Orange Tree Theatre);
Write 2 Rave (Warwick Arts Centre); The Browning Version* (Kenneth Brannagh
Theatre Company); Living Newspaper Edition 7 (Royal Court); Romeo and Juliet,
Intimate Apparel, A Midsummer Night's Dream, The Rivals, Don Juan Comes Back
From The War, Iphigenia in Aulis, Othello (RADA).

Television includes: Professor T; The Third Day Live.

Film includes: Death on the Nile.
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Cameron Tharmaratnam, as Raphi, Tomi & Tomi
Theatre includes: Three Sisters (Gaiety Theatre); The Dance (Theatre503); The
Beauty Queen of Leenane (Theatre by The Lake); Jude (The Divine); The Worst
Person I Know (Teatro Latea); The Shadow Box (Regeneration Theatre Company);
Dog Sees God: Confessions of a Teenage Blockhead (Oneiros Collective); Ourselves
Alone, As You Like It (The Neighborhood Playhouse).

Television includes: Doctors; Breathtaking; Hope Street.

Film includes: The Heist Before Christmas.
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Shadrach Agozino, as Lee, Officer Emry & Lee
Theatre includes: Triple Bill: Everywhere (UK Tour); Bwoy Dem (Derby Theatre);
Key Words (Lyric Hammersmith); Anthem Live (Almeida); Romeo and Juliet,
Clybourne Park, Juno and the Paycock, As You Like It, Little Revolution, Nicholas
Nickleby (Mountview).

Television includes: Murder in Provence; Endeavour VIII: Scherzo.

Film includes: Fast X.
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Tell Us What
You Think.
You've just seen ROT. HUSK. LOSER. — three writers, four actors,
one shared stage. We want to hear from you.

What landed? What surprised you? How did it feel to watch writers
in dialogue — their ideas, their form, their worlds colliding?

We're also interested in how the design — the look, the sound,
the space — shaped your experience of the work.

Point your phone camera at the code to open the form.
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